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“What if everyone was to read the same book at the sane tinme?”
South Haven's response to this question was a trenmendous

out pouring of interest, active participation, and financial
support froma wi de range of individuals and organi zati ons during
January and February 2007 when the conmunity read Fahrenheit 451
by Ray Bradbury.

“I't was enornously successful and exceeded our expectations,”
stated advi sory comm ttee co-chairpersons, Ann Habicht and El ai ne
St ephens. South Haven Menorial Library Director Deb Jones
reported that several tines all 30 copies of the book were
checked out at the sanme tine and she had to order nore through
interlibrary loan. Janice Varney, Executive Dean of Lake

M chi gan Col | ege- Sout h Haven Campus, stated her faculty and staff
enthusiastically integrated the book into their classes and
prograns whenever possi bl e.

The advisory commttee would like to thank all the nenbers of the
comunity who rmade this endeavor such a success. The Friends of
the Library, Kiwanis G ub, Rotary O ub, Scott C ub, South Haven
Area Resource Council, and Andrea A sen at State Farm | nsurance
provi ded financial support and assisted in encouraging people to
read and di scuss Fahrenheit 451. Oher individual community
nmenbers al so gave financi al donations and | ocal businesses

di spl ayed One Book, One Conmunity publicity posters and
materials. The South Haven Menorial Library and Lake M chi gan
Col | ege were generous with their facilities and staff support.

At the kick-off bonfire, Chief Randy Van Wnen and fire
fighters fromthe South Haven Area Energency Services contri buted
to the atnosphere and safety of the event. Jeffery Dick and the
First Congregational Church provided hospitality on a cold night,
with refreshnents donated by the Col den Brown Bakery and Di ane
Schl anser. Mayor Dorothy Appleyard honored us with a
proclamation fromthe Gty Council, and presentations by John
Gllette and Keith Nel son set the stage for reading the book
Kristina Henry fromthe high school Key O ub contributed synbols
of banned books to commenorate, and high school student Ellen
Lundgren desi gned the | ogo used on the One Book, One Comunity
publ i cati ons.



Dr. Garyn Roberts, the author’s biographer, visited South
Haven to share his insights and perspectives on Ray Bradbury and
his work. Melanie Marten, assisted by M. and Ms. Mrten,
organi zed a wel com ng neal for the participants with the generous
support of Jon Rupert and Cenentine’s; and Steve Daughterty from
the A d Harbor Inn provided |lodging. Dr. Roberts sent a letter
afterwards conplinmenting the community on its invol venrent and
stating, “Areal sense of intellectual inquiry defined the people
in attendance.”

At anot her community event, LMC faculty nenbers M chelle Stone,
Chuck Jordan, Kathy Logsdon and D ane Baker participated in a
panel discussion about the inpact of the book and provided the
audi ence with an opportunity to share their opinions and

vi ewpoi nts on Fahrenheit 451 and the freedomto read.

El ai ne Fluck sponsored an art contest for students who
created posters depicting book censorship, with the support of
hi gh school art teacher Lisa Rostar and LMC graphics instructor
Brandon Pierce. Andy Edge of Village Market supplied
refreshnents for the audi ence to enjoy while watching the film
Fahrenheit 451, with discussion facilitated by LMC instructors,
Bonni e and Rich Wzni ak. The filmwas al so shown at the Warren
Seni or Center with discussion facilitated by Carol e Hodgnman and
refreshments provided by Sandi Capps. L.C Mhr high school
drama teacher, David Hughes, hel ped students CGeral d Hopson, Eric
Johnson, Ellen Lundgren and Stephanie Fritz prepare a dramatic
reading to present during the H gh School Variety Show.

Thr oughout the two-nonth project, Rachel Voschaka at the
Chanber of Conmerce, Laurie MIIs at the RAM Channel, and Becky
Burkert at the South Haven Tribune provided inval uabl e assi stance
and behi nd-the-scenes support. The newly formed FilmliInstitute
of South Haven with Sharon Mack and Sally Househol der hel ped to
publicize the film Toni Carroll provi ded webpage publicity.

Al ready comunity nmenbers are asking, “Wat book are we
readi ng next year?” The advisory conmttee is seeking
recomendations and i s encouragi ng indi vidual s and book groups to
contact the South Haven Menorial Library (637-2403) or enail
suggestions to Shlbook@ahoo. com




